
 

  

In the U.S. today, 52.1 percent of children under the age of 18 are poor or low-income (38.5 million 
children). When more than half of our children do not know if they will have a place to sleep, 

nutritious meals, and safe communities, we are failing our families and compromising the future of 
this country. It does not need to be this way. We have abundant resources for our children. 

 
Homelessness - Our children, youth and students are experiencing a severe housing crisis. 

- More than 1.5 million public school students experienced homelessness during the 2017-18 school year, the 
highest in the 15 years this data has been gathered. The majority of homeless families are headed by single 
women with young children. 

- LGBTQ+ youth represent between 5-10% of our young people, but between 20-40% of the homeless youth 
population. 

Welfare - our social welfare system has been under steady attack since welfare reform in 1996, 
while corporate welfare is on the rise. 

- TANF assisted only 23% of poor families with children. In all but 3 states, benefits have declined since 1996. 
- SNAP benefits nearly 40 million people, including 17.5 million children, but work requirements and other 

limits would eliminate SNAP for over 4 million people, including 1 million children who would no longer 
receive school meals. 

Education – from Pre-K to college, our education system is underfunded and unequal. 
- Since 1965, Head Start has served more than 36 million poor children and their families, but it is consistently 

underfunded. In 2016, Head Start only reached 54% of eligible 3- and 4-year-olds. 
- More than half of K-12 students are in highly segregated school districts. In 2016, predominantly white 

districts received $23 billion more in funding than districts that served predominantly students of color -  or 
$2,200 more per student. 

- The total cost of attending a 4-year college in 2015 was $25,409 — 2.5  times as much as in 1968, adjusted for 
inflation. 

- Among single college students with children, 88% are poor or low-income. 
- Student debt now amounts to over $1.5 trillion and affects about 43 million Americans. 
- From 2001 to 2017, funding for Tribal Schools fell 67%, from over $400 million to just $133 million. 
 

Health and a Healthy Environment – every day our children are facing violence, toxic 
environments, and other serious threats to their health. 

- In 2018, over 11 million children lived in food insecure households 
- At least 4 million families with children are being exposed to high levels of lead. 
- 14 million families are faced with unaffordable water bills.  
- Nearly 2,400 children died in 2016 due to gun violence.  
- Due to wars, resource scarcity and economic and political distress, there are 25.9 million international 

refugees. More than half of them are children. 
 



 

While child poverty costs the US economy more than $1 trillion per year, investments in our children 
has economy-wide benefits, and are easily within reach. 

- The effects of bringing all students up to a basic level of achievement on standardized tests could grow the 
economy by $32 trillion over a long-term, 80-year timeframe. 

- For every $1 invested in early childhood education, society would gain $7.30 due to reduced poverty, lower 
incarceration rates, and better health outcomes. 

- A tiny tax on Wall Street could fund the $70 billion needed to provide free public college for all. 
- Restoring the corporate tax rate to its pre-2018 level of 35% would raise $130 billion - more than enough to 

cover the $100 billion required for universal early learning and childcare support for poor and working families. 
- An investment of $24.4 billion per year in K-12 schools and teachers could boost academic performance among 

poor and struggling children for about the same cost as a wall at the southern border. 
- $1 billion in SNAP benefits creates $1.70 billion in economic growth. 
- A cut of just 1% to the military budget would cover nearly 8 million additional Head Start spots. 

 

Read more from the Moral Agenda here: poorpeoplescampaign.org/demands 
Read more from the Poor People's Moral Budget here: poorpeoplescampaign.org/budget 
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