
 

  

HEALTH and a HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT  
Our healthcare system fails to meet the needs of millions of Americans.  Care is unaffordable, inaccessible, and 

unequal. At the same time, as a nation we spend more per person on health care than almost any other country. This 
money lines the pockets of health care profiteers and investors while leaving nearly 140 million people facing 

financial hardship as a direct result of their need for health care. It does not need to be this way: we can and must 
take swift action to secure to everyone the basic human right to health care and a healthy environment. 

 

Growing health care costs mean that tens of millions of people do not get the treatment they need 

- 87 million people are either uninsured or underinsured. During the COVID-19 pandemic, approximately 16.2 
million have likely lost their employer-provided insurance, but still the government has not provided universal 
health coverage. 

- 11 million undocumented immigrants, many of whom were in “essential” jobs, are not eligible for public or 
employer provided health care. 

- Medical debt is the leading cause of personal bankruptcy. A 2019 study found that 33% of Americans reported that 
they or someone in their family had put off getting medical treatment because of the high costs. In 2016, 43% of 
adults with private health insurance struggled to afford making their deductible payments. 

- As of 2017, the U.S. was spending about $3.24 trillion on personal health care. This was 17% of total U.S. GDP. 

There is deep inequality and discrimination in the health care system, leading to worse care for the 
poor, people of color, people in rural areas, and LGBTQ+ people 

- Failures of our health care system around COVID-19 crisis has made the pandemic worse in poor, black and 
minority communities, African Americans have died at a rate of 50.3 per 100,000 people, compared with 20.7 for 
whites, 22.9 for Latinos and 22.7 for Asian Americans. The Navajo Nation has a higher infection rate of any state.  

- Infant mortality rates for Black infants are twice as high as for white infants, and Black women are at least three 
times more likely to die from pregnancy-related causes as non-Hispanic white women.  

- In May 2019, the Trump administration announced a rule that would allow medical service providers and 
employers to deny health care to transgender people if they have a “religious objection” to equal rights for all. 

- Since 2010, 120 rural hospitals have been closed. 12 hospitals have been closed during 2020 and the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

- Indigenous and Native Americans have a life expectancy that is 5 ½ years lower than the United States average. 

Our health is directly tied to the health of our environment: Pollution, lack of access to water and 
sanitation, and climate change threaten the health of all Americans 

- Federal assistance to local water systems is down 74% from its peak in 1977, leading to the privatization of local 
water systems across the country. Poor people end up paying a higher share of their income towards water.  

- During the COVID-19 pandemic, 12 states, the District of Columbia and around 350 local water authorities have 
banned or announced a halt on consumer water shutoffs and another 19 states have partial moratoriums in effect.   

- Nearly one in three Americans is at risk of not being able to afford water in 5 years.  
- Of the 20 counties with the highest percentage of households lacking access to complete plumbing, all were rural, 

and 13 had a majority Native American or Alaskan Native population. 
- Fossil fuel, chemical industries, and others were responsible for 9 million premature deaths worldwide in 2015.  



 

It does not need to be this way. 
There is no reason for so many millions of people to be without health care or a healthy environment.  We 

can be healthy without cutting back on other basic necessities or going into debt or bankruptcy. 
 

- Medicare for All could reduce total health care spending in the U.S. by about 9%, to $2.93 trillion, 
while covering all Americans.  

- Expanding Medicaid in the 14 states that have not yet taken advantage of Affordable Care Act 
subsidies for Medicaid would cost the federal government $25 billion in the first year — roughly the 
amount the Pentagon awards one company, Boeing, in military contracts each year.   

- The contracts given to another military contractor, Lockheed Martin, could more than cover $37.2 
billion a year in water infrastructure investment, which would create up to 945,000 jobs while 
providing safe drinking water to thousands of communities that don’t have it.    

- The cost of shifting the U.S. power grid to 100% renewable energy over the next ten years is 
estimated to be $4.5 trillion or approximately $450 billion per year. This is still nearly $2 trillion less 
than the $6.4 trillion spent on wars over the past two decades, would create new jobs and make our 
communities more resilient to adverse climate effects.  

 
As a nation, we must value and affirm all lives by making the human right to health care real and taking 

all the steps needed to secure the long-term health of our people. 
 

Read more from the Moral Agenda here: poorpeoplescampaign.org/about/our-demands 
Read more from the Poor People's Moral Budget here: poorpeoplescampaign.org/resource/poor-peoples-moral-budget 
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