Newsletter: Bishop Barber, Mayor Bass and more speak at poverty summit

Thu, Oct 19, 2023
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Poor People’s Campaign
A NATIONAL CALL for MORAL REVIVAL

Last week saw a powerful array of leaders gathering in L.A. for a summit on eradicating
poverty. We have an extensive recap below, plus info on an event featuring the former
First Lady of Haiti and more great insights from Shailly Gupta Barnes on the policies that
can ensure the economic dignity we all deserve.



Announcements

Stand With Haiti!

STAND WITH HAITI!
featuring Madame Mildred Aristide

Former First Lady of Haiti and Member of the Board of Administration
of the University of the Dr. Aristide Foundation (UNIFA)

Sponsored by the Haiti Emergency Relief Fund and Haiti Action Committee

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21 * 3-5PM
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland 2619 Broadway, Oakland

Tarika Lewis & Destiny Muhammad * Francisco Herrera
Dr. Nia Imara, Board Member, Haiti Emergency Relief Fund

Pierre Labossiere, Co-Founder, Haiti Action Committee and
Walter Riley, Co-Chair, Haiti Emergency Relief Fund

We urge all who can to come to our in-person event and greet Mme.
Aristide. For those of you outside the Bay Area or who are unable to
attend in person, the event will be live-st
YouTube channel here: youtub G

To donate for Haiti:

Saturday Oct 21, 3pm | Livestream

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland (2619 Broadway)

This Saturday, please help us welcome Madame Mildred Aristide, wife of the first
democratically elected President of Haiti, the first Black republic in the western
hemisphere. Mme. Aristide will share an update on the work of the University of the
Aristide Foundation (UNIFA) amid the deepening crisis in Haiti. Read more about the
event and supporting partners here.

We urge all who can to come to the in-person event and greet Mme. Aristide. For those
unable to join us at First Presbyterian, the event will be livestreamed on the Global
Exchange YouTube channel.

THE INSTITUTE FOR NONVIOLENCE IN LOS ANGELES

Invites you to join Feel the Bern - San Fernando Valley Dem Club
an the N.E. Valley Poor People’s Eapaign
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www.daysofdialogue.org/daysofdialogue/

Day of dialogue: Facing Racism and Bigotry in Los Angeles Sunday Oct 22, 3pm |
RSVP Granada Hills Fire Station 87 (10124 Balboa Blvd)

Our CA PPC Northeast San Fernando Valley region is teaming up with the San Fernando
Valley “Feel The Bern” Democratic Club for this nonpartisan community dialogue on
racism and bigotry in L.A. Our focus will be the leaked L.A. City Council tapes, allowing a
safe space for folks to come together and relate to one in another and to foster healing
and understanding.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDEEJk9ch4MW-gpj4zv6JJ6X2VGtvQ7D1qO4lPuJArycYunUGVeqrsqrd5vyYs28cCWr1AjosC9SBcwJ3ZBkxfIE398Aw5O5PsjGsc5R63CXoM8jz-pYncdEzNDNSIYIV3JUl7SgjahdloQ8HrgCSCuiIrHiI9tgw4eI2YL_NOPBzY7dBRAVrMjXGbSStJcUwRfKfO77u5P7eMMVzqPzne16WXDdF-ziOl5wDNL4ca3rKip3Elk-S0SDYLNUfzhhKfXiZrI7mzcAJ3whYh-l2QmRjrk19YNooH9_X-7uv8_QPLUwpz2qGvC6_Nt728WCWTmmcvRec2XDZFGga4H1x9HNBsR7l6xEhA1EOFJnJMKqA0jdnH-X_U9SAyrCeTOHWSzVNhhj0HxEDU-ghKbrR0Dc/40k/Hxa2XLn3QuKYE7s9YjqYuw/h2/fv0XVZQ7rIlXpkr3d2Zu861DWxevrjbP_kgHER-F9-g
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/mw31GZsW-tYdpIw-ePlYvzvAFZom7C6WPoeLpr3QtW2trbLoVtlJC541UNNheB4D7cqznQX6knEXmAQ2aK6xDowE-44ntCDpBn-8YK6q-YsijoeQPcLBcG5k4JBf7MsLuviyGYsDlAausb1sY9vysbkj8gEE27iJkZoZh_XeuTKK0kEoO5NeBrNGjcNTXFMLDfXeKmqTSWeg1IMBLkoJ4evZJVnaTcTgpuw3xgbXxvFCou9QPsORcbEV9WheeT82i9muu9PwqPrOPIF-5iQy4Gju7UoMOrsrTklfQRXKVeBpmiEX-1FttZcNKrE3qyin-ykzx3vRNnw__J84UMJy-7LFykTKZ7TYsgSRXBNDDiuyDdbx5EVKbXcBhdQYbooWAgBry-nYtRiGVtuW1AkBy1eA9Hmp7UlvNigcIVzAUho/40k/Hxa2XLn3QuKYE7s9YjqYuw/h3/YqqZ425ucFnRCo8csjgMZHdEbelW7k8XgPAH_CsGbqE
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/10124+Balboa+Blvd?entry=gmail&source=g

Rally for Rent Control
Wed. October 25th, 2023
12:00pm
at the State Capitol!
Sacramento

Join us for a massive
letter drop to the Governor!

We are delivering 732,177 letters to the
Governor from Californians up and down the
state, urging the Governor to support
Rent Control!

Rally for Rent Control Wednesday Oct 25, 12pm | RSVP State Capitol, Sacramento
Is your rent too high? Join this rally, press conference and march to urge the Governor to
support rent control. California PPC is an endorser of the Justice for Renters ballot
measure. RSVP for details.

Recap

The L.A. Summit on Poverty and Homelessness

Last Friday, the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor hosted an historic Summit on
Poverty and Homelessness. Held at the IBEW Hall and attended by hundreds, the day
brought together labor, political and community leaders to discuss solutions to poverty
and homelessness in Los Angeles. The day began with a fact-filled presentation by L.A.
County Federation of Labor President Yvonne Wheeler, who drove home how hard it is
for people—even those who are working—to make ends meet. She noted that more than
2 million people are living in poverty in L.A. County, and many are one paycheck away
from being homeless.

We also heard from elected officials including Mayor Karen Bass and County Supervisors
Holly Mitchell and Janice Hahn. Workshop sessions centered on closing the wage gaps
for all workers, creating unity with public-sector unions and community organizing efforts,
and scaling up efforts to build affordable housing.

The surprise of the morning was Laphonza Butler, our new U.S. senator, who gave a
heartfelt introduction to the keynote speaker: our very own Bishop Barber. And before he


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/CMxF4nARlf6wAFa1PSfv0g3wdtg9fsYZUCQweLSiUUxlzMVI81DNLdtbxgLvQPXjUV6yvfHBoFVSAqz5E8ArWntvF5gFAfTjK6qjmaGmS7FwrszifLubmf8vX8_bZmlpIAV9ms-M5e8RJ3YKSIBut7y_Dreu9VkDUlQwya0dCOy42XLSTiOVxTYfEqi0nRbo6lxUOgezH7gNOPu9BplpCm4WPGBKgXoOz3DAZE6xMcy5GOVCAh7CeSDTkR-ByN9Kx_5QNJnkM5c2w8SMTc4L_fR9u3XpS3FrlQTU8wZDx_b6rJJjYgoJXEZV0fSK7Z6gDtcfcpmDIGbeXew3a7kPG9JSbEgpiERM9BCN24M210bVmIEEPrMXmeA4NeI58AiTkQdh2_ER7jHKWFpu68aczkyn2XqyJdZNIF4HUFzFKJGIEus-B3zS5K8REXQJr-rsEZVutgKNjZ99m-Fq_w-8fwRoUd-ze7ex60M2HjEEdCM/40k/Hxa2XLn3QuKYE7s9YjqYuw/h8/WXQTSOnkDHe__INk4kMXYlfpo88fTmhU8lMIWC0ry0s
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/KTqGVTU95m3XYkCVwdzD9QfG8voGMojBYm9zuPQMTOFHvACBRk2BUOI4ZlBBsa0nRtdeTCJbA_3E5cf4StNA3rCTa0nJ4d6M-wLidk6QRamMFYwdaVPDR_pB3AwYE5Mwkd7AghoGK300fCqY__E_gD0lN7otnZHznzzDKC_Shmzd6_CFiYvIF-2oFL9gXONebPz3_ujCvkStrgcCWwBhzm76xIq-RHtyrp6fEsIZagpWauCDQvzejJNVFzl1Tspyc4ksbpHDbB-toV8xVjbSv0hzaO5rkXjCcLobBe4Fn848aST4q1BB2CRLAik5iEz31HDqg_0zw0V-S0T610i9Z0ohnr3ueui2RhKbmLwjAQEX-ed5WLDhSOQ4bqDClKqo/40k/Hxa2XLn3QuKYE7s9YjqYuw/h9/-FLQ9DUUZ7EBGVkQWGfTmNh_wqErLsxhXvfGZxBe56E
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/CMxF4nARlf6wAFa1PSfv0g3wdtg9fsYZUCQweLSiUUxlzMVI81DNLdtbxgLvQPXjUV6yvfHBoFVSAqz5E8ArWntvF5gFAfTjK6qjmaGmS7FwrszifLubmf8vX8_bZmlpIAV9ms-M5e8RJ3YKSIBut7mTceU9d-jI5fsKaJQb_qJKln1NQYPGE6VVLTWzzsWbr3Gq5fInc44DaMDsu9jGOWbz_xwVz9DtlxLPR45ezhaczPxTtniDwwKNFWSHamKfNLC36aqkPXe2lp-WB4J5L7rVYWNOggI3abarIs7PxQ_WTCaiOxjwUtO5IiaYRkTMoeMMOcvhzp-PFe2RsfrkRnf6F73cR9_k6cP9weQySmHgPYTGP6Mwg45lVI-HtzV0Ojbhx02TRT7-cQW-B4AIdJjmWzdYcRoeriQYyA8XRhJmCcbg1qYgEB0j7wZ1NSSGEoXfxbplrT-F7ilnL7oT7ZXQX6DMy7xfISSLhNV94HE/40k/Hxa2XLn3QuKYE7s9YjqYuw/h10/lF4VzLnNayfHIEq74nngnI38lX_87zx9Kpbju0Q3eHQ

spoke, PPC theomusicologist Yara Allen energized the audience with a rousing call-and-
response rendition of “Somebody’s Hurting My People.”
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Bishop Barber began by reminding us that we must face up to the realities of poverty—that
the numbers are higher than we’ve been told, that we continue to blame people for their own
poverty and that we need to stop believing that the poor will always be with us (and how that
phrase is an intentional misrepresentation of Scripture).

“What is the cost of poverty?” he asked, “it's losing a trillion dollars due to child poverty...and
losing 1.3 trillion due to corporate tax breaks.” He then fired us up as he repeated that “it's
time to have a meeting”—a community-wide, nationwide coming together across lines of
division to eradicate poverty once and for all. “It’s time to solve this!” he said.

We left inspired and motivated to march toward that goal while strengthening connections
between unions and the greater community. Read more about the summit in the Los Angeles
Sentinel.

Support the California PPC!

When over 140 million Americans are poor or living with low-wages, it's time for systemic
change. We are building a movement led by poor and impacted folks, building across all lines
of division, in order to topple the interlocking pillars of racism, poverty, militarism,
environmental destruction and this country's distorted moral narrative. Please help us achieve
this goal by clicking below and chipping in whatever you can.

DONATE

PPC in the media

“A Wake-Up Call on Poverty”

In a recent opinion piece in Other Words, Shailly Gupta Barnes, policy director at the
Kairos Center and PPC advocate, reminds us what worked during the pandemic era
programs (the Child Tax Credit, among others) and that child poverty has doubled since
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the end of them. She emphasizes the importance of understanding the U.S. Census
numbers, in particular the Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM) and the number of
lowincome Americans with incomes just above the thresholds.

“Only when we appreciate the breadth and depth of this insecurity can we develop the
appropriate social policy response,” she writes. “As Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote
in 1967, ‘The prescription for the cure rests on an accurate diagnosis of the disease.”

The impact of government programs is made clear when we see that in 2021, the
number of poor and low-income people was brought down from 139 million to 112 million.
And as programs expired, we see a return to nearly the same as before the pandemic,
with 135 million. “For policymakers, this should be a wake-up call. We know what works
—now let’'s do it.”

Thanks for reading. If you have any questions, you are welcome to reply to this newsletter or
email california@poorpeoplescampaign.org.
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